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By KARA BRANDEISKY
Current Correspondent

G
eorge Washington University has
taken on a buzz-worthy project this
summer: Junior Melissa Eddison is

raising Italian honeybees at the school’s
Mount Vernon Campus.

Eddison, who is president of the George
Washington Food Justice Alliance, hopes the
project will increase awareness about the
importance of bee pollination in agriculture.
She received a $1,125 public service grant
from the university to run the project.

“People are immediately kind of scared,
like, ‘I don’t want to get stung,’” she said.
“It’s important to get past that and see the
benefits of having bees pollinating all your
flowers and vegetables in your community.”

Eddison said the Food Justice Alliance
was inspired to bring bees to the university
after hearing that the White House chef had

decided to start keeping bees in the kitchen
garden.

By LINDA LOMBARDI
Current Correspondent

T
here’s a baby panda at the
Zoo. And this time, it’s the
real thing — a red panda.

“They were the first panda!”
explained keeper Jilian Fazio. “Red
pandas were discovered first and
called the panda. Then they discov-
ered the giant panda, and called it
the giant panda. But really
the red panda is the
panda.”

There’s no explaining
why certain animals, such
as a certain black and
white bear, capture the
public attention more than
others. But the Zoo’s red
pandas, 2-year-old Shama
and 3-year-old Tate,
inspire just as much pas-
sion in their keepers as do
their more famous neigh-
bors.

And in this new-baby
story, there’s at least one thing
those keepers can be proud of: The
giant pandas’ mating troubles make
front-page news, but as it says on
the Zoo’s website, “within seconds
of their first introduction, Shama
and Tate displayed breeding behav-
ior.”

When asked what “breeding
behavior” that was exactly, Fazio
clarified: “They actually just started
copulating. But in the giant panda’s
defense, our male red panda didn’t
know what he was doing.”

Many animals don’t quite get it
the first time, she explained, and

Shama and Tate might have been
brought together too late in
Shama’s breeding cycle that first
time. But the pair got it right this
year, producing on June 16 their
first offspring and the first red
panda cub born at the National Zoo
in 15 years.

The media closely follows the
suspense involved in giant panda
matings, but the effort is no differ-

ent for keepers of the red panda,
which similarly has only one
breeding season per year, and may
go through a “pseudo-pregnancy”
that makes it hard to determine if a
female is really expecting. 

So for several months the keep-
ers were hopeful but uncertain, and
because the animals are not sur-
rounded by cameras like their giant
comrades are, their caretakers were
lucky to see the panda preparing to
give birth on a rock outcropping
rather than in her hidden den. The
red pandas have a naturalistic
exhibit, which allows the animals

to make their own lifestyle choices. 
“Which is nice, but we were

like nervous parents,” said Fazio.
“We didn’t necessarily agree with
the decision she was making, but it
seemed to be the right one.”

Keepers didn’t see the birth
itself, but they watched the female
moving around uncomfortably and
grooming herself, and soon they
spotted a baby and saw the mama

cleaning it.
The birth was a signifi-

cant one because red pan-
das are threatened, and
Shama and Tate were care-
fully paired to help propa-
gate their species. Red
panda matings at zoos are
part of what’s called a
species survival plan. 

“It’s like a dating service
for animals in captivity,”
said Fazio. “We know who
can breed with who to keep
the genetic diversity as
high as possible.”

As tree dwellers, red pandas
have some interesting features that
aren’t shared with giant pandas.
Their long tails help them balance,
and their back ankles turn all the
way around so they can climb
headfirst down trees. 

There are similarities as well,
but red and giant pandas are not
very closely related. Giant pandas
are now considered to be part of
the bear family, and red pandas are
in a family of their own, closer to
the weasel family than to bears,
said curator Tony Barthel. 

“They both are carnivores that

eat bamboo,” he said of red pandas
and giant pandas. Because of this,
the animals share certain adapta-
tions, including a pseudo-thumb
that helps them grip bamboo. Even
their cuteness is a bamboo-eating

adaptation, said Fazio. “The big,
round, adorable face that both the
giant panda and the red panda have
is because their jaw muscles are
very well-developed for chewing

Zoo’s red pandas welcome new addition
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Two-year-old Shama gave birth to a cub June 16. While the red pandas
don’t draw the crowds that their larger counterparts do, zookeepers
are thrilled that Shama and 3-year-old Tate mated successfully.

By STEPHANIE KANOWITZ
Current Correspondent

“F
ive, six, seven, eight and hip roll,
hip roll,” dance instructor Quynn
Johnson tells a few dozen stu-

dents who are giggling at their missteps. The
group spent 10 minutes trying to emulate the
moves of one of the
world’s most admired
dancers, and apparently
he made it look easier
than it is.

No surprise there,
Johnson said. “He’s the
best entertainer, dancer,
singer — he’s Michael
Jackson.”

“Don’t feel any kind
of way about what
you’re doing,” she told
the crowd as they took their places to start
from the top — again. “We all love Michael.
It’s the best Michael you can do.”

To mark the one-year anniversary of the

King of Pop’s death, Johnson, an instructor at
Joy of Motion Dance Center, decided to
honor the singer with a tribute class focused
on four of her favorite M.J. songs: “Bad,”
“Smooth Criminal,” “Beat It” and
“Remember the Time.” 

“We picked different choreographies with-
in each video, and then we’ll perform the

choreography of that
song,” she said. “So,
it’s not the full song;
it’s just snippets from
where that choreogra-
phy was.”

She also chose
songs and moves that
have varying levels of
difficulty, ending the
two-hour workshop at
Joy of Motion’s H
Street NE studio with

the hardest. “‘Remember the Time’ is fast —
up, down, on the floor — and then all these
crazy Egyptian arms. It’s great,” said

Tribute dance class is a real thriller
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Learning “Thriller” at Joy of Motion
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Melissa Eddison, president of the school’s
Food Justice Alliance, is raising Italian 
honeybees at the Mount Vernon campus.

GWU establishes
honeybee colonies




